Cholangitis associated with paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria: another instance of ischemic cholangiopathy?
Ischemia is increasingly recognized as a cause of cholangiopathy. The aim of this study was to report a case of association of paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria with abrupt-onset cholangiopathy. Anomalies resembling sclerosing cholangitis were documented in a patient suffering from recurrent biliary pain. None of the conditions that have been associated with primary sclerosing cholangitis or other forms of cholangiopathy was present, but shortly thereafter, paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria occurred. Hepatic vein thrombosis later complicated the course of the disease. Because the fortuitous coincidence of these uncommon conditions is unlikely, this case indicates that paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria is a cause of ischemic cholangiopathy. Other thrombogenic conditions may also be implicated in some instances of apparently idiopathic cholangiopathy.